NUMBER 3 of 2016

WHEREAS everyone has .the'r'ight’ toa safe and healthy rélationship ¢ and to be free from abuse.

) WHEREAS "1in 3 young people are affected by physical, sexual, or verbal datrng vrolenoe with 1 in 5in a serious
relationship reportrng having been slapped, pustied, hit, threatened or coercéd'by a parthér, and breakups can be a
: trme of even greater nsk even when a relatronshrp was never physrcally abusrve and- : .

.WHEREAS females between the ages of 16—24 are more vulnerable to |nt|mate partner vrolence experrencmg abuse
at: a rate almost trrple the natronal average and ) y S

‘ AWHEREAS hrgh school students who' experrence physrcal vrolence ina datrng relatronshrp are more Irkely to use
,drugs and alcohol; are-at greater risk of surcrde and are much more lrkely to carry patterns of abuse into future
reIatronshrps and : . .

- WHEREAS nearly half of teens who experrence datrng vrolence report that rncrdents of abuse took place in a school

. Aburldrng or on school grounds and . . o

L

:WHEREAS ‘only 33% of teens who are in an abuslve relationship ever tell anyone about the abuse and- 81% of
parents surveyed erther belreve teen datrng vrolence is not an |ssue or admrt they do not know rf |t rs one and

WHEREAS the Centre County Women S, Resource Center works hard to rarse communrty awareness and tor provrde

trarnlng for teachers counselors and school staff so that they may’ recognrze when youth are exhrbrtrng srgns ‘of datrng
. vidlence and works with' youth and teens to help. them fecognize healthy relatronshrps |dent|fy unhealthy behavrors
- seek help, and. become engaged bystanders and :

' "WHEREAS Datrng Volence Awareness and’ Preventron Month provrdes an excellent opportunrty for citizéns to’ learn‘ :
. more.about’ preventrng dating violence. and to-show support for the organrzatrons and rndrvrduals who provrde crrtrcal
- dvocacy, ducatron and servrces and assrstance to-victims; : : . ’

' »‘,:NOW THEREFORE BE lT RESOLVED the Centre County Board of Commrssroners does hereby proclarm February

StevenG Dershem T

‘Denise L. Elbell, Acting Administrator




